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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended) A vibration absorber for attaching to a 
rotatable driveshaft comprising an annular-cylindrical mass member (3) arranged at 
a radial distance from the driveshaft: a plurality of circumferentially spaced elastic 
supporting elements (4) shaped to be positioned on the driveshaft, which are firmly 
connected to the mass member (3) and which, relative thereto, extend radially 
inwardly and which each have a first end and a second end: and one a sinoie elastic 
fixing sleeve (5) ofjiy shaped to be positioned on the driveshaft and which, at one 
end, is connected to the mass member (3), 

wherein the supporting elements (4), In the axial direction, extend along 
only a portion of the length of the mass member (3), and are arranged with their first 
ends at a first axial distance from aft a first end of the mass member (3) opposite the 
fixing sleeve (5) and with their second ends at a second axial distance greater than 
the first axial distance from an a second end of the mass member next to the fixing 
sleeve (5). 

2. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 

1 , wherein the fixing sleeve (5), starting from the end connected to the mass member 
(3), comprises a circumferentially closed, radially tapered sleeve portion (7). 

3. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 

2, wherein the fixing sleeve (5), at an end opposing the mass member (3). comprises 
a cylindrical collar portion (8) with a seat face (9). 

4. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
1 , wherein radial outside portions of the supporting elements (4) are connected to 
one another to form an annular elastic member (6). 

5. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 1 , wherein 
the supporting elements (4) and the fixing sleeve (5) are integrally connected to one 
another in an annular elastic member (6). 
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6. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 5, wherein 
the mass member (3), in the form of an insert, is integrally formed in the annular 
elastic member (6) with the supporting elements (4) and the fixing sleeve (5). 

7. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 1 , wherein 
the cylindrical mass member (3) is metal. 

8. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
7, wherein the cylindrical mass member is formed out of plate metal. 

9. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 3, wherein 
the sleeve portion (7) of the fixing sleeve (5) is shaped to be conical from the mass 
member (3) to the collar portion (8). 

10. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 9, wherein 
the wall thickness in the sleeve portion (7) decreases from the mass member (3) to 
the collar portion (8). 

1 1 . (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 9. wherein 
the wall thickness in the sleeve portion (7) is constant from the mass member (3) to 
the collar portion (8). 

12. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 9, wherein 
the wall thickness of the sleeve portion (7) increases from the mass member (3) to 
the collar portion (8). 

13. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 3, wherein 
the collar portion (8) of the fixing sleeve (6) comprises a continuous annular groove 
(11) for receiving a clamp band (12). 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 
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16. (cancelled) 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 1, wherein 
each of the supporting elements (4) comprise substantially Identical cross-sectional 
shapes. 

19. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 1, wherein 
the supporting elements (4) are arranged so as to be unifonnly circumferentially 
distributed at equal distances from one another. 

20. (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 1. wherein 
the elastic material of the supporting elements (4) and of the fixing sleeve (5) is 
rubber. 

21 . (original) A vibration absorber according to claim 1 , wherein the 
sleeve portion (7) includes openings formed therein. 

22. (cun'ently amended) A vibration absorber for attaching to a 
rotatable driveshaft comprising an annular-cylindrical mass member (3) arranged at 
a radial distance from the driveshaft; a plurality of circumferentially spaced elastic 
supporting elements (4) shaped to be positioned on the driveshaft. which are firmly 
connected to the mass member (3) and which, relative thereto, extend radially 
Inwardly; and Ofie a single elastic fixing sleeve (5) ©niy shaped to be positioned on 
the driveshaft and which, at one end, is connected to the mass member (3), 

wh e roin tho oupporting o le monto ( 4 ), i n the ax i al d i root l on, oxtond a l ong 
on l y a port i on of the length of tho mass mombor (3), 

wherein the supporting elements (4) are connected to the mass 
member (3) axially opposite the fixing sleeve (5) and 
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whoroin tho cupport i ng olomonto (1) aro arranged at l oaot part i a l ly 
ax i ally outs i d e th e longth of tho maGo mombQr (3 ' ) and adjoin i ng an e nd of the - r fl as s 
mombor (3) wherein the supporting elements (4) are arranged completely axiallv 
outside the length of the mass rnember (3) . 

23. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 

22, wherein the fixing sleeve (5), starting from the end connected to the mass 
member (3), comprises a circumferentially closed, radially tapered sleeve portion (7). 

24. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 

23, wherein the fixing sleeve (5), at an end opposing the mass member (3), 
comprises a cylindrical collar portlort (8) with a seat face (9). 

25. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22, wherein radial outside portions of the supporting elements (4) are connected to 
one another to form an annular elastic member (6). 

26. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22, wherein the supporting elements (4) and the fixing sleeve (5) are integrally 
connected to one another in an annular elastic member (6). 

27. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
26. wherein the mass member (3). In the form of an insert, is integrally formed In the 
annular elastic member (6) with the supporting elements (4) and the fixing sleeve 
(5). 

28. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22, wherein the cylindrical mass member (3) Is metal. 

29. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
28, wherein the cylindrical mass member is formed out of plate metal. 
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30. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
24, wherein the sleeve portion (7) of the fixing sleeve (5) is shaped to be conical 
from the mass member (3) to the collar portion (8). 

31 . (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
30, wherein the wail thickness in the sleeve portion (7) decreases from the mass 
member (3) to the collar portion (8). 

32. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
30, wherein the wall thickness in the sleeve portion (7) is constant from the mass 
member (3) to the collar portion (8). 

33. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
30, wherein the wall thickness of the sleeve portion (7) increases from the mass 
member (3) to the collar portion (8). 

34. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
24, wherein the collar portion (8) of the fixing sleeve (5) comprises a continuous 
annular groove (11) for receiving a clamp band (12), 

35. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22, wherein each of the supporting elements (4) comprise substantially identical 
cross-sectional shapes. 

36. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22, wherein the supporting elements (4) are arranged so as to be uniformly 
circumferentlally distributed at equal distances from one another. 

37. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22. wherein the elastic material of the supporting elements (4) and of the fixing 
sleeve (5) is rubber. 
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38. (previously presented) A vibration absorber according to claim 
22, wherein the sleeve portion (7) includes openings fornied therein. 

39. (cancelled) 

40. (cancelled) 

41. (new) A vibration absorber for attaching to a rotatable driveshaft 
comprising an annular-cylindrical mass member (3) arranged at a radial distance 
from the driveshaft; a plurality of circumferentially spaced elastic supporting 
elements (4) shaped to be positioned on the driveshaft, which are firmly connected 
to the mass member (3) and which, relative thereto, extend radially Inwardly; and a 
single elastic fixing sleeve (5) shaped to be positioned on the driveshaft and which, 
at one end, is connected to the mass member (3), 

wherein the supporting elements (4) are connected to the mass 
member (3) axially opposite the fixing sleeve (5) and 

wherein the supporting elements (4) are arranged partially axially 
outside and partially axially inside the length of the mass member (3). 

42. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 41, wherein the 
fixing sleeve (5), starting from the end connected to the mass member (3), 
comprises a circumferentially closed, radially tapered sleeve portion (7). 

43. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 42, wherein the 
fixing sleeve (5), at an end opposing the mass member (3), comprises a cylindrical 
collar portion (8) with a seat face (9). 

44. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 41, wherein radial 
outside portions of the supporting elements (4) are connected to one another to form 
an annular elastic member (6). 
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45. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 41, wherein the 
supporting elements (4) and the fixing sleeve (5) are integrally connected to one 
another in an annular elastic member (6). 

46. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 45, wherein the 
mass member (3), in the form of an insert, is integrally formed in the annular elastic 
member (6) with the supporting elements (4) and the fixing sleeve (5). 

47. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 41 , wherein the 
cylindrical mass member (3) is metal. 

48. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 47, wherein the 
cylindrical mass member is formed out of plate metal. 

49. (new) A vibration absorber according to claim 41, wherein the 
sleeve portion (7) includes openings formed therein. 
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